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A National Funeral Cost Survey commissioned 
by Dignity Funerals highlighted the above burial 
costs in the UK in 2018  

(Source: SunLife ‘Cost of Dying’ report 2018)

The Funeral Director’s fees typically include:

Transportation and care 
of the decreased

Hearse, bearers and 
funeral procession

One limousine 
An opportunity for the 
family to view the deceased

Hygienic treatment 
(embalming) 

Light Oak or Teak 
veneer coffin

Additional costs to consider for
burial funerals Optional funeral costs

Whilst funeral costs have risen over the 
years, ‘optional costs’, which cover special 
requests and added extras, have remained 
at around £2,000 since 2008.

Below are the average optional costs for a 
funeral in the UK:

MEMORIAL
£824

CATERING
£362

LIMOUSINE HIRE 
£264

FLOWERS
 £171

VENUE HIRE 
£210

DEATH NOTICE
 £73

FEE TO ADD OR REMOVE 
HEADSTONE

MAINTENANCE AND 
MONUMENT FEES

CHURCH FEES

MEMORIAL MASONRY

Burial funeral costs in the UK

22.95%
Burial 

Funerals 

614,846
people passed away 

in the UK in 2018

(Source: 
www.ons.gov.uk - England & Wales
www.nrscotland.gov.uk - Scotland

www.nisra.gov.uk - Northern Ireland) 

77.05%
Cremation 
Funerals 

Average cost of a burial funeral in 
the UK

£4,798 
UK Average Cost of a Burial funeral

BURIAL  
CHARGES 

The charges for the 
burial to take place

EXCLUSIVE RIGHT OF 
BURIAL (EROB)

This is the physical space itself, 
often known as the burial plot

MINISTER OR 
CELEBRANT’S  FEES

For the person 
conducting the funeral 

service

FUNERAL 
DIRECTOR’S FEES

Cover most aspects 
of the funeral 
arrangements

THE INTERMENT

This fee is for the 
preparation of the burial plot 

or grave

N17, LONDON

WADEBRIDGE

Actual burial charges alone:

£1,797
UK AVERAGE COST FOR BURIAL CHARGES

£8,862 

£174 

(Source: SunLife ‘Cost of Dying’ report 2018)

(Source: Dignity Annual Funeral Cost Survey 2018) 

(Source: SunLife ‘Cost of Dying’ report 2018)

GREATER LONDON

SOUTH EAST 

SOUTH WEST 

WEST MIDLANDS 

NORTH EAST 

SCOTLAND 

WALES  

£8,000 

£5,840

£5,173

£5,558

£4,593

£4,998

£4,469

UK Averages by Region

(Source: Dignity Annual Funeral Cost Survey 2018) 


