
Cremation funeral costs in the UK

73%
Cremation 
Funerals 

685,553
people passed away 

in the UK in 2020

(Source: 
www.ons.gov.uk - England & Wales
www.nrscotland.gov.uk - Scotland

www.nisra.gov.uk - Northern Ireland) 

27%
Burial Funerals 

Average cost of a basic funeral in 
the UK

£3,885
UK Average Cost of a Cremation Funeral

CREMATORIUM 
FEE 

The cost of cremating 
a loved one at a local 

crematorium

DOCTOR’S FEES 
(NOT SCOTLAND) 

These charges are 
for the cremation 

certificates

MINISTER OR 
CELEBRANT’S FEES

For the person 
conducting the 
funeral service

FUNERAL 
DIRECTOR’S FEES

Cover most aspects 
of the funeral 
arrangements

UK Averages by Region

£5,235

£5,007 

£4,488

£4,270

£3,826

£3,785

£3,718

£3,222

EAST AND WEST MIDLANDS 

LONDON

NORTH WEST ENGLAND 

WALES 

SOUTH EAST & EAST OF ENGLAND 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

YORKSHIRE AND THE HUMBER 

NORTH EAST ENGLAND 

Additional costs to consider for
cremation funerals

INTERMENT OF ASHES

SCATTERING OF ASHES

MEMORIAL MASONRY

VISUAL TRIBUTES 

VIDEO STREAMING 

Optional funeral costs

Whilst funeral costs have risen over the years, 
‘optional costs’, which cover special requests 
and added extras are around £2,500.

Below are the average optional costs for a 
funeral in the UK:

MEMORIAL
£1,106

CATERING
£450

LIMOUSINE HIRE  
£336

FLOWERS
 £193

VENUE HIRE 
£245

DEATH NOTICE
 £86

ORDER SHEETS/SERVICE CARDS  
£94

This cost typically includes:

Transportation and care 
of the deceased

Hearse, bearers 
and funeral procession

One limousine 
An opportunity for the 
family to view the deceased

Hygienic treatment 
(embalming) 

Light Oak or Teak 
veneer coffin

Source: SunLife (2021), Cost of Dying Report, sunlife.co.uk/costofdying2021
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